Novena to St Joseph 11th - 19th March
Opening Prayer: God our Father, in your wisdom you chose St Joseph to
be the foster-father of your own Son made man. May we enjoy his
fatherly care throughout our lives, especially at the hour of our death,
and may he obtain for us the special favour we request in this

Novena. Grant us this, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gospel Reading: (Mt.1.18-25)

Jesus Christ was born in this way. His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, but before they came to live together she was found to be with
child through thee Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a just man
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to send her away

quietly. But as he made up his mind to do this an Angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said ""Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what
is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you must
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins". When
Joseph woke up he did as the Angel of the Lord had told him. Mary gave
birth to a son and he named him Jesus.

Pause for reflection

Intercessions: Lord, we come before you with faith and trust. Through
the intercession of St Joseph, we ask you to hear our prayers and grant
us your help in all our needs.

- Joseph believed God's messenger even though he did not understand
the Lord's plan and so became the foster-father of God's own Son. May
we too learn to believe, trust and follow the word of God in our lives.
Response: St Joseph, pray for us.

- Joseph gave the name Jesus to the child born to Mary because he was
to free his people from their sins. May we overcome our weakness and
enjoy the true freedom of the children of God. Response:

-Joseph took the child Jesus into his care, loving and accepting him as his
son. May we accept all that God gives us in life and care for those
entrusted to us with selfless and dedicated love. Response.

- Joseph, through his carpenter's work, supported Mary and her Son at
Nazareth. May we come to appreciate the dignity of human labour and
co-operate with God our Creator and our fellow men and women in
building a better world. Response.

- Joseph lived a life of faithful service to God's call and died in the arms of
Jesus and Mary. May we follow God's call in all things and one day come
to share the company of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in heaven. Response.

Add private intentions.

Final Prayer:

St Joseph, powerful protector of the Church of God, we come to you in
our need and confidently ask your intercession before the throne of Him
whom men called your son. Mindful of the tender love you showed for
Jesus and Mary we place before you our many needs. Guide us along the
paths of life, however dark and hard the way, and be near us with your
consoling presence when the Master calls us from this life to Him. May
we share with you the company of Jesus, Mary and all the Saints

forever. Amen
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St Joseph, pray for us.



